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Guide Dogs for the Blind:

Since 1942, Guide Dogs for the Blind (GDB) has empowered lives by creating exceptional partnerships between people, dogs and communities. We operate breeding/training facilities in San Rafael, California and in Boring, Oregon. GDB is the largest guide dog school in the country and is dedicated to providing high quality student training services and extensive follow-up support for graduate guides. Our programs are made possible through the teamwork of staff, volunteers and generous donors.  This program is provided to blind or visually impaired students from the United States and Canada at no cost to them. More than 12,500 teams have graduated since our founding, and there are approximately 2,100 active guide dog teams currently in the field. We certify approximately 300 guide dog teams per year.  GDB breeds Labrador Retrievers, Golden Retrievers and Lab/Golden crosses from our own purebred stock, specially selected for excellent temperament, intelligence and health. We also provide service dogs to other charitable programs like Dogs for Diabetes.
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Lone Star Guide Dog Raisers-Byron Nelson FFA: 

We are part of the local support for GDB, with other clubs in Ft. Worth, Dallas, Waco, Austin, San Antonio, Houston, Lubbock and College Station. Thirty six of the 130 puppies in Texas and 150 of the 947 puppies nation-wide are being raised by students.  GDB has a large volunteer network in 10 states with more than 1,000 volunteer raisers.  The puppies are distributed to the groups at about 8 weeks of age. The volunteer raisers care and train the puppies to about 15-17 months. Raisers can be as young as 16, although most raising opportunities become a family event. After completing a screening, orientation, and initial training, our raisers are assigned one of the club’s puppies. Our puppy raisers donate hundreds of hours in the rearing of our guide dog puppies. They also train their puppies in the fundamental skills under the supervision of expert guide dog trainers. When we determine a puppy is ready for final training, the dog is returned to our facility to complete training and to be matched up with their guide. 
Whom we serve: 

Any person who is blind or visually impaired desiring enhanced mobility and independence can benefit from the skills a Guide Dog provides. The person must be legally blind, able to travel independently and suited to work with a dog. The client is housed at our facility and trained with their guide dog at no expense to them.
How we are funded: 
GDB is a nonprofit, tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) organization supported entirely by private donations. We receive no government funding. Donors contribute through general contributions, bequests, grants, memorial and honor donations, charitable remainder trusts and other planned giving options. GDB covers veterinary and transportation costs. Guide Dog puppy raisers pay for normal daily expenses including food and supplies. AT Byron Nelson High School, while the school district generously supports our activity through access to facilities, they do not budget any financial resources directly to our program.
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